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_ Beyond “Catching Up” 
€, The House Select Committee on Astronautics and 
Space Exploration attempts in its final report to - 
bss “the relative position of the Soviet space 
iplishment with that of the United States.” 
ecause of the often ignored military potentials 
- QF space mastery, it rightly calls this a “key ques- 
dion.” The Committee’s conclusion that the Soviet 
Pion is ahead seems amply warranted, and Mos- 
ch may ‘reap further important political and 
“psychological advantages, as: well as hard military 
gains, from this pre-éminence. 
«But the Select Committee has found it much 
harder. to ‘appraise the extent and. nature of the 
¥ap arid has only hinted at means of closing it. Most 
important, it has ignored altogether the basic ques- 
tion of how American parity or superiority in space 
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